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My big Greek sailing adventure

GILLIE HUTCHINSON
Contributing Writer

Take nine sailboats, sail
300 nautical miles visiting
13 islands, add a typhoon
with winds up to 33 knots
gusting 40 knots with three-
metre seas and you have the
ingredients of my two-week

Greek sailing adventure in
the Cyclades last month.
I am captain of a 49-t.
Jeanneau chartered out of
Athens with my seven crew,
three intermediate sailors,
two newly-certified and two
non-sailors. A gentle start as
we head southwest to the
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Saronic Islands of Aegina,
Poros and then Hydra with
its crowded little harbour
where we must dock three
deep bow to stern, stepping
over boats to get ashore.
Donkeys are the mode of
transport here and the tiny
cobbled lanes beckon, laden
with jewelry boutiques and
cozy cafes. Dinner at a local
taverna is via water taxi to a
neighbouring bay where we
watch the setting sun and
celebrate with the other
Crews...

In the morning drizzle,
we set off for Delos, island
of ancient ruins steeped
in Greek mythology. After
leaving the boats at anchor
in a shallow inlet, we lau-
nch the dinghy and trans-
port the crew ashore. We
walk past crumbled, white
stone temples, statues,
amphora, urns, wells and
the sacred lake, now filled
with trees and geckos
lounging on the surround-
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The island of Delos and the ancient Greek ruins.

the imagery of a once idyl-

the end of the pier just in
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of our visit. Tomorrow is

lic life on these shores, pro-
tected by islands all around
from the angry Aegean and
possible invaders.

Kea is our last island

time for another spectacu-
lar sunset over the Aegean
and go ashore for the final
crew dinner. There are bars
and clothing boutiques to

Athens and packing and
cleaning up the boat before
we all wend our way home
or on to other European
destinations. We have
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Sunshine Coast B.C. Tourist & Travel Guide has all the information you'll
need to know before you go and while you're here, local weather, how to
get there, what to do, where to stay, what to see, and so much more.
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